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Sang-Bin Lee (2024). Translation education in the age of AI: Challenges and fiture
directions. This essay explores how undergraduate translation departments should
adjust their educational strategies in response to the rapid growth of artificial
intelligence. It begins by examining how recent technological advancements challenge
foreign language education and reshape the public perception of translation education.
It then critically assesses the current attitudes of translation instructors, who are
struggling to adapt to this evolving educational environment. Finally, the essay proposes
five interrelated strategies for translation educators to survive in the face of Al’s
growing influence. These strategies include fostering “M-shaped” talent rather than the
traditionally sought “I-shaped” and “T-shaped” talent; integrating translation courses
more strategically, rethinking the traditional emphasis on practice-oriented courses;
de-emphasizing translation in the curriculum to redefine the department’s scholarly
identity; and developing expertise in fields outside of translation and interpreting.
(Hankuk University of Foreign Studies, Korea)

Keywords: ChatGPT, Al translation, machine translation, translation education, public
perception of translation
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Not everything that is faced can be changed,
but nothing can be changed until it is faced.
A ghkar aja] 2 Al R A,
T QA o bR wE 5 i,
- James Baldwin -
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5 52 o Gl on ditke wkAY Hold T (Roser 2022).

Test scores of Al systems on various capabilities relative to human
performance

Within each domain, the initial performance of the Al is set to -100. Human performance is used as a baseline, set to zero.
When the Al’s performance crosses the zero line, it scored more points than humans.

20

Reading comprehension
Image recognition
/ Language understanding
Handwriting recognition
0o ur 7 o

Speech recognition
Predictive reasoning

-100
1998 2005 2010 2015 2020 2023
Data source: Kiela et al. (2023) OurWorldInData.org/artificial-intelligence | CC BY

Note: For each capability, the first year always shows a baseline of ~100, even if better performance was recorded later that year.
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analysis that arises when you are overwhelmed by a fear of confronting potentially dark realities,
and the resulting tendency to look the other way”% 23T Suleyman 2023: 13).
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